
 
 
 
Dear Student (parents/guardians), 
 
Teaching English Honors 9 is one of my favorite teaching assignments. Since I do have 
experience as a middle school teacher, I hope to help you make a smooth transition to high 

school English. Experience has taught me to aim high with my expectations of you. With this in 
mind, I expect great things from you. Through hard work and determination, we will work to 
create a classroom climate that will inspire and challenge each of us. Furthermore, I expect that 
you and your classmates will find ways to connect personally to the reading and writing 
assignments while gaining an understanding of the relationship between literature and 
historical events, ancient philosophies and cultural movements. 
 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at amorgret@ldsd.org.  Since this is my school 
email address, I do not check it regularly during the summer; however, I will try to check it at 

least every few weeks. If I do not meet you before, I look forward to meeting you in August.  
Have a great summer! 
 

After getting through the strange ending to our 19-20 school year, you deserve a break. So, take 
time and get reading later, or jump on it soon while you’re still in the school groove.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs. Alicia I. Morgret        

LDHS English and Public Speaking Teacher 
Falcon Broadcast Channel Advisor  

Debate Team Advisor 
 
P.S. “I do my best work if I think about what it is I have to offer.” 

 – Barbara Kingsolver 
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English Honors 9 
Summer Reading Assignments 
Mrs. Morgret 
 
 
Assignment: Reading and Responding 
 

Each student is required to read two books, one from the Part A and the Part B selections. 
Next year, during the first two weeks of school, students will complete two individual critical 
essays and/or tests.  The essays and/or tests will be used to evaluate each student’s  
comprehension of his/her reading. The titles are available at local libraries if you do not wish to 
purchase them at a bookstore or through an online site, such as Amazon.com. If anyone has 
difficulty accessing any book, please email me,  
Mrs. Morgret – amorgret@ldsd.org - before July 15.  Also, I suggest that you find an online 

summary of the titles listed below and narrow your choices based on what interests you. 
 

 
Part A: Contemporary –Pick and read one of the four works listed below.  Write a one page, 
double- spaced (10 or 12 point font) reaction to the selected story; in other words, explain what 

you enjoyed and/or disliked about it. Include specific events from the  story and comment on 
them or write about the author’s style of writing and your reaction to it. 

 
(Up to 20 points for written reaction) 
 
 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven    by Mitch Albom 

The Secret Life of Bees     by Sue Monk Kidd 
The Help            by Kathryn Stockett 

The Rent Collector          by Camron Wright 
I am the Messenger     by Markus Zusak 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Part B:  Non-Fiction - Read one of the two selections listed below. Once you finish reading, 

write a one-page letter to Mitch or Morrie or Malala depending on which non-fiction piece you 
choose. Write to the person about what you learned from their story and how it impacted your 
way of thinking. The letter should be in a friendly letter format in a style similar to my opening 
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letter to you for this summer assignment. Type the letter in a readable font of your choosing 
and use 10 or 12 point, blue or black ink. Choose from one of these two titles:  
 
(Up to 15 possible points) 
 

1. Tuesdays with Morrie  by Mitch Albom 
2. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education… 

      by Malala Yousafzai  

        

 
 

 
To recap:  

1. Read two books over the summer, one from Part A and one from Part B. 
2. Write a one-page reaction essay to the Part A selection. 
3. Write a one-page letter to a person from the non-fiction story from Part B. 

4. You should be prepared with all work on the first day of school and be ready to engage 
in discussion about the readings. 

 


